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1. Before January 1
2023, Medicare would

pay for a dental exam
only for patients who were actively
seeking a kidney transplant. Now, the
new Medicare dental rule will pay for
a dental exam and dental treatment
(e.g., dental filling, teeth removal,
replacement of teeth, etc.) for patients
actively seeking any organ transplant.
If you are living with kidney disease-
with or without dialysis-Medicare will
not pay for preventative care, like teeth
cleanings.

What this means for you: If you
have Medicare and are actively
seeking transplant, meaning you are
undergoing transplant workup or are

actively on the transplant waitlist,
you have more dental coverage now
than you did before January 1, 2023.

Only 3 to 4 percent (%) of practicing
dentists are enrolled as a Medicare
provider, meaning these providers
accept Medicare as payment for
dental services.

Medicare will pay for dental exams
and treatments only done by dentists,
including oral surgeons, who are
enrolled in Medicare.

What this means for you: If your current
dentist is not enrolled in Medicare,

your Medicare insurance will not pay
for services performed by your dentist.
When scheduling an appointment with
a dentist always ask if they accept
Medicare Part A or Part B for payment.

If your dentist would like to enroll in

Medicare as a provider or supplier:
Forms are available HERE and HERE

If your dentist has questions about
enrolling in Medicare and would
like to talk with a Medicare Fee-
for-Service Provider Enroliment
contractor in your state: Contact list
available HERE

As of February 2023, 40 states
(including DC) have adopted
Medicaid expansion. Medicaid
expansion offers Medicaid-eligible
adults dental benefits. The benefits
Medicaid-eligible adults receive differ
based on the state in which they live.
Although most states have adopted
the Medicaid expansion, only 39
percent (%) of dentists throughout
the United States accept Medicaid as
payment for dental services.

What this means for you: Not all
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/medicareprovidersupenroll/downloads/contact_list.pdf

dentists accept Medicaid. However,
if you have state Medicaid you will
have an easier time finding a dentist
who will treat you than if you have
Medicare as your only insurance.
When scheduling an appointment
with a dentist always ask if they
accept your state’s Medicaid as
payment.

What this means for you: Have your
doctor or transplant team send a

referral to the dentist before receiving
dental treatment. The communication
between the doctor and dentist is one of
the most important steps to having your
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