
Medigap
Is It For Me? 
This webinar will start shortly 

Become a member of DPC at https://www.dialysispatients.org/get-involved/join-dpc/

Follow us on social media:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/dpcedcenter

Twitter: @DPCEdCenter
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/dpcedcenter

Instagram: @dpceduccenter



Today’s Presenter

Hrant Jamgochian, J.D., LL.M.
Chief Executive Officer

Dialysis Patient Citizens



Agenda

 Types of insurance

 Things to consider

 Ongoing advocacy

 Q&A



Private Coverage Options

 Employer-sponsored plan

 Exchange coverage

 Individual plan

 COBRA or Continuation of Coverage

 Short-term coverage

 Medigap (or Supplemental)



Types of Insurance Coverage

 Health Maintenance Organization (HMO)

 Exclusive Provider Organization (EPO)

 Point of Service Plan (POS)

 Preferred Provider Organization (PPO)

 High Deductible Plan (with or without HSA)



Public Health Insurance Options

 Medicare

 Traditional Fee-For-Service

 Medicare Advantage

 Medicaid

 VA

 CHIP

 High Risk Pools



Action Item #1

 Make sure you know what type of insurance you currently have.



Medicare Open Enrollment ends December 7, 2021 –
Things to Consider 

 What are your out-of-pocket expenses 

 How much are you personally responsible for? 

 What is the deductible?  

 How much is the coinsurance?  

 Is there an out-of-pocket maximum?

 Can you purchase a supplementary plan?  How much does it 
cost?



Additional Issues to Consider

 Provider Network

 What types of insurance do your 
doctors accept?

 Are your current medications 
covered if you switch plans?

 Does your plan have a formulary or 
require step-therapy?

 Do you need additional benefits, 
such as dental, vision or 
transportation?

 What if those benefits go away in 
subsequent years?

 What is the cost of changing plans 
later?



Action Item #2

 Find out what health insurance options are currently 
available to you.

 Talk to the social worker at your dialysis facility 
about your options.



Ongoing Advocacy for The Jack Reynolds 
Memorial Medigap Expansion Act (H.R. 1676) 

 This bill was introduced by U.S. 
Reps. Cynthia Axne (D-IA-03) and 
Herrera Beutler (R-WA-03).
 Jack was one of Rep. Axne’s

constituents.

 It would require Medigap plans 
to offer coverage to all ESRD 
Medicare beneficiaries regardless 
of age.



Why do ESRD Patients Need Medigap?

 Financial Security – to cover 
the 20% coinsurance costs that 
Medicare does not cover

 Increase dialysis patient 
access to transplant



Interactive DPC Medigap Report Card for 
Individuals with ESRD under 65 years old



Medigap Report Card Key



Individual State Reports



DPC Commissioned an Actuarial Analysis by
Health Management Associates



Medigap Options for Individuals under 65



Estimated Medigap Premium Impact



Action Item 3:

Get Involved:

 Join Dialysis Patient Citizens (DPC). 

 Become a DPC Patient Ambassador.

 Urge your U.S. Representative to cosponsor (H.R. 1676) the 
Jack Reynolds Memorial Medigap Expansion Act.



Questions?

Please use the Chat Box



Recap of Action Items:

1) Make sure you know what type of insurance you currently have.

2) Find out what health insurance options are currently available to you.

 Talk to the social worker at your dialysis facility about your options.

3) Get involved:

 Join Dialysis Patient Citizens.

 Become a DPC Patient Ambassador.

 Urge your Representative to cosponsor (H.R. 1676) the Jack Reynolds 
Memorial Medigap Expansion Act.



Thank You for Attending Today! 

Please complete 
the  Feedback Form 

Join us for our next webinar 
on December 16th!

Become a Member of DPC and 
enjoy its benefits at 
https://www.dialysispatients.org/get-
involved/join-dpc/
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